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and the whole affair ended in smoke. Another
similar attempt, made a little later by a son of
Mohammed III., named Jahja, who had embraced
Christianity and styled himself Count of Montenegro,
was equally futile. This adventurer, whose life was
one long romance, laid claim to the throne of Con-
stantinople, and at the head of a body of Montene-
grins made a foray into Turkish territory. But the
inhabitants of the Black Mountain had soon enough
to do to defend themselves. In 1623 Soliman, Pasha
of Skodra, with 80,000 men, marched into the country
with the intention of finally annexing it. For twenty
days the opposing forces were engaged in almost
ceaseless conflicts. But the invaders at last drove
their enemies back upon Cetinje. The capital was
taken, and the monastery of Ivan the Black sacked.
A tribute was again imposed upon those who sub-
mitted, while the bolder spirits retired to the inacces-
sible heights of the Lovcen, and thence descended
upon the Turkish camp. But nature was once more
on the side of the mountaineers. The Pasha realised
the truth of the saying that in Montenegro " a small
army is beaten, a large one dies of hunger." The
bare rocks afforded no subsistence to his host; so,
leaving a small army of occupation behind, he returned
to the fertile plains of Albania. At once the Monte-
negrin, eagles swooped down from their eyrie upon
the Turkish garrisons, while the warlike tribes of the
Koutchi and Klementi on the Albanian border fell
upon the main body near Podgorica and almost
annihilated it. Montenegro was once more free.
Had the Albanians of the frontier finally thrown in